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Decide how many collection barrels you need. Mid-South
Food Bank provides 55-gallon barrels and larger 48 x 40 x 31
wire bins to collect items. 

Plan Ahead &
Establish Basics

Select a date for the food and/or funds drive and fill out the form
on our website, midsouthfoodbank.org/food-fund-drive, to let us
know about you're event. 

Set a goal for how much food and/or money to collect (i.e. year company was
established, total weight of students/employees = pounds of food to collect,
or a certain number of meals provided) 1 meal = 1.2 pounds of food

Create a theme! Make it FUN! Themes can generate excitement and help in
creating promotional materials. You can find theme ideas on our website,
midsouthfoodbank.org/food-fund-drive and later in this toolkit.

Determine collection sites and who will deliver the items to
the Food Bank at 3865 S. Perkins Rd., Memphis, TN 38118
Monday - Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Select a committee or team to organize the drive and delegate
responsibilities
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Request a custom online donation page for your funds drive. This is an easy
way for donors to make a gift towards your funds drive. For every $10.00
donated, Mid-South Food Bank can provide 30 nutritious meals. 

http://midsouthfoodbank.org/food-fund-drive
https://www.midsouthfoodbank.org/food-fund-drive
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Promote the Food
and/or Funds Drive

Create promotional materials that help build awareness about hunger
issues, your food and/or funds drive, and encourage participation

Hold contests and use incentives as a way to reach your goal. Make sure
to include this information on promotional materials. 

Notify your local community centers, churches, libraries, and media
about your event. 

Distribute flyers and posters around your neighborhood.

Mark your progress with a thermometer or tally board- especially if the
drive is longer than one day. 

Generic food and funds drive flyers are provided on Mid-South Food
Bank's website, midsouthfoodbank.org/food-fund-drive.

http://midsouthfoodbank.org/food-fund-drive


3
Educate 
Participants

It's important that both donors and drive organizers are educated
about hunger issues in our community. 

Incorporate information about the ways Mid-South Food Bank is
addressing food insecurity in the Mid-South. Visit our website at
midsouthfoodbank.org/our-impact.

Arrange for a food bank representative to come to your organization or
schedule a video call.

Plan a Food Bank tour. Tour participants are required to follow our
COVID-19 safety guidelines.

Schedule a volunteer day. Volunteer groups are limited to 20
participants at a time and are required to follow our COVID-19 safety
guidelines.

Read more information about hunger issues from Feeding America and
incorporate information in your promotional items.
www.feedingamerica.org/research/hunger-in-america/facts-and-faces

http://www.feedingamerica.org/research/hunger-in-america/facts-and-faces
http://www.feedingamerica.org/research/hunger-in-america/facts-and-faces
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Show Your
Appreciation 

Recognize committee members, participants, sponsors and volunteers
for their hard work. Host a pizza party, ice cream social, or another
gathering in their honor!

If you're able, send thank you cards or notes to donors. 

Reach back out to your local community centers, churches, libraries,
and media to say thank you for participating and let them know the
results of your drive. 

Let Mid-South Food Bank know your drive is over and when donations
will be delivered to the Food Bank. It's important to keep the lines of
communication open even after your event has ended.



Delivering Donations 

Our drivers are delivering food daily to our Mobile Pantries and partner
agencies throughout our 31-county service area. Due to high demand, we
ask for all food and funds drive donations to be dropped off at our facility
by the event organizers. If you collect more than 2,000 food items and
there is no way you can deliver it, pickups can be arranged as time and
trucks permit. The food must be in labeled boxes for your drive to be
credited to you. 

All donations can be delivered to our on Monday - Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

3865 South Perkins Rd.
Memphis, TN 38118 

For more information: 
Community Relations Manager
Haley Scruggs
901-405-0071
hscruggs@midsouthfoodbank.org



Food & Funds 
Drive Ideas

Themed events: 

Empty Bowl - participants make ceramic bowls for a fund raising meal. How-
to's can be found at http://emptybowls.com/. 

Coin Cans for Children - collect pocket change and donate money to our child
hunger programs 

Dollar Can Day - ask donors to drop off a can and a dollar 

Canned Immunity Day - allow students to receive future immunity for being
late, being out of uniform, or other minor infractions if they bring in canned
goods.

Food Day - designate days of the week for specific foods, i.e. Macaroni
Monday, Tuna Tuesday, Wheaties Wednesday, Tomato Thursday, Fruity Juice
Friday. 

Special Dress Day - students "pay" with food to dress a special way. 

Let's SACK Hunger or TGIF (Take Groceries In Friday) - provide brown bags
to coworkers to take home and fill with food or encourage them to bring a
brown bag lunch and donate the money they would have spent on lunch. 
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http://emptybowls.com/


Food & Funds 
Drive Ideas

largest monetary donation 
raise our weight in dollars
largest food donation 
most protein
collect our weight in food

Themed events: 

Hunger Auction - organization or employees collect items to auction,
proceeds from the auction are donated

Challenges/Competitions - organize a contest between classrooms/grade
levels, organization's departments, or groups within a social club with different
categories: 

Yard Sale - hold organizational or school wide yard sale with proceeds
going to Mid-South Food Bank

Meat the Need - canned meat drive

Make Every Bean Count - canned or dried bean drive

Fill'er Up or Fill a Shopping Cart - fill up a vehicle or shopping cart(s) with
canned food

Wash Away Hunger - a car wash where the price of a wash is canned food or
donate cash price

Miles for Meals - walk, run, or bike for the Food Bank as a group or
individually using the Charity Miles app!
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https://charitymiles.org/


Food & Funds 
Drive Ideas

Specialty Boxes or Bags: 

Baby Boxes - formula, diapers, baby cereal, fruit juice, baby food

BREAD (Bridges Reaching Elderly And Disabled) Boxes - peanut butter, juice,
pasta, beans, cereal, canned food like tuna, vegetables, fruits and sauces, fruit
cups and pudding packs 

Special Diets - such as low-sodium or diabetic 

Kid Packs - may contain macaroni and cheese, alphabet soup, chicken noodle,
instant oatmeal, peanut butter, pudding packs, applesauce, cereal grain bars,
juice boxes, graham crackers, and fruit cup pack

New Beginnings Bags -  bags filled with “new home supplies” such as oils,
spices, baking products, pasta, sauces, and cleaning supplies relieve the cost
and burden of setting up a new home to ensure the successful transition from
homelessness to independence

Winter’s Coming Drive - donations consist of hearty “winter” items like stew
and chili

Bathroom Cabinet Bags -  contain items commonly found in your bathroom:
soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, toilet paper, shampoo or deodorant
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Food & Funds 
Drive Ideas page 4

Time of Year & Holiday Themes: 

“Take the Mystery Out of Giving”
“In the Spirit of Giving”
“Dare to Care”
“Treat” Your Neighbor Right
Pumpkin Carving Contest
"Trick or Treat so Kids can Eat"

Halloween
“Give Thanks-Give Food”
Turkey and Chicken Drive
“Share the Bounty”

Thanksgiving 

“Hunger Doesn’t Take a
Vacation”
Summertime Drive
Summer Lunch for Kids

Summer
“Spread the Cheer This Time of Year”
“Tis the Season for Giving”
Kwanza Harvest Display
Kosher Food Drive

Winter

“Giving from the Heart”
Donate in Honor of your
Valentine

Valentine's Day 
Easter Baskets for the Homeless
and/or Children
“Hunt for Solutions to Hunger"

Easter  



Food & Funds 
Drive Ideas page 5

“Take a bite (byte) out of Hunger.” 
“Hunger’s Heroes”
“No matter how you say it, ‘Hunger Hurts'”
“Providing better health by curing hunger.”
“Hunger–If only words could fix it.”
“The hungry are banking on you.”
“Bean counters against hunger.”
“Check Out Hunger.”
“The hungry are counting on you.”
“The blueprint for feeding the hungry.”
“Let’s get together to end hunger.”
“See justice done. Feed the hungry.”
“Building a better community by fighting hunger today.”
“Lend the hungry a helping hand.”
“Wipe Out Hunger”
“Design a Hunger-Free Community”
“The best closing of all: A closed door on hunger.”
“The Ultimate Savings Deposit: Feeding the Hungry.”
“Hunger: An unwelcome guest.”
"Ending Hunger One Helping at a Time"
“Making Hunger Disappear”
“Turn the Tables on Hunger”
“A City without Hunger is a City with Heart”
“Let’s BAG Hunger”
“Adios, Hunger!” (For a Cinco de Mayo Party)
“Super Kids Soup Collection”
“It Makes Cents! (coin drive)
“The Power of Change”
“Spare Change Changes Lives”
“Hunger Won’t Wait”
“Raise Your Voice for the Hungry”

Food & Fund Drive Slogans: 



FOOD & FUNDS DRIVE
MOST NEEDED ITEMS

NON-PERISHABLE FOOD:

Canned Meat 
Tuna 
Chicken
Stews
Chunky-style soup
Chili 
Chicken & dumplings

Peanut Butter
Canned Fruit (no sugar preferred) 
Canned Vegetables (no salt preferred) 
Canned 100% Fruit Juice
Dried Beans
Rice 
Macaroni & Cheese

NON-FOOD ITEMS:
Paper towels, plates, napkins
Toilet paper 
Personal hygiene products

toothpaste
shampoo
soap
deodorant 

Laundry & dish detergent
Other cleaning supplies
Diapers

Help Feed the Need 
by supporting our donation drive! 

Non-perishable items are always accepted, but monetary
donations make a bigger impact. For every $10.00

donated, Mid-South Food Bank can 
provide 30 nutritious meals!


