
A Campaign for T
omorrow



MISSION: To change lives by eliminating hunger in the Mid-South.
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Tonight, 423,270 people in the Mid-South 
will go to bed not knowing where their 

next meal will come from.
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Every day, thousands of Mid-South 
households must make difficult choices.

 They must choose whether to…

  … feed their children or themselves

  … pay their utilities or buy food

  … pay for prescription medicine or buy food
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66% had to choose 

between paying for 

medical care 
or food at least once 

in the past 12 months.

74% had to choose 

between paying for

utilities or food 

at least once in the past 

12 months.

30% face this choice 

every month.
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Hunger is a fact in every Mid-South community. 
Because hunger often has no visible signs, it’s easy to think that it doesn’t affect 
our friends and neighbors.

HOW DOES HUNGER 
HURT CHILDREN?

Higher risk for chronic health 
conditions such as anemia 
and asthma

Delayed development, 
poor attachment and 
learning difficulties

Poorer physical quality of life

Higher risk of truancy and 
school tardiness

Behavioral problems such 
as: fighting, hyperactivity, 
aggression, anxiety, mood 
swings and bullying

HOW DOES HUNGER 
HURT SENIORS?

60% more likely to experience 
depression

53% more likely to report a 
heart attack

52% more likely to develop asthma

40% more likely report congestive 
heart failure

Some have the money for food, 
but lack the resources to access or 
prepare food

HOW DOES HUNGER 
HURT FAMILIES?

High level of health burdens which 
limit workforce participation and 
finances available for food.

33% of households have 
members with diabetes

58% have a member with high 
blood pressure

49% of households have at least 
one income and still have trouble 
meeting basic needs

Feeding America, Hunger in America 2014, Report for the Mid-South Food Bank
Feeding America, Hunger in America 2014, National Report
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For 35 years, Mid-South Food Bank has worked toward eliminating hunger 
in the Mid-South. We were founded in 1981 as a program of the Metropolitan 
Inter-Faith Association (MIFA) and became a member of the national food 
bank network, Feeding America, in 1982. In 1988, we became a separate 
501(c)(3) organization and moved into our current facility. 

Today, with the help of over 11,000 volunteers and generous donors like you, 
we serve around 230,000 people in 31 counties in Tennessee, Mississippi and 
Arkansas. Since its founding, Mid-South Food Bank has distributed over 300 
million pounds of food.

Age:

Race:

We are proud that 96¢ of every $1 donated goes directly 
to distributing food. 
Our programs focus on providing food for three distinct groups:

Mid-South Food Bank–
a history of hope. 

FEEDING CHILDREN
Kids Cafes 

School Pantries
Food for Kids BackPack Program

FEEDING FAMILIES
Mobile Pantries 
Hunger’s Hope

FEEDING SENIORS
Senior Nutrition Program

29%
seniors
60+

59%
non-Hispanic 
black

9%
Hispanic/
Latino

3%
other

29%
non-
Hispanic 
white

45%
19-59

25%
children
under 18

Who We Serve:

Employment:

49% of households have a member who 
has worked for pay in the last 12 months.
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Emily Williams and her son Bailey live in Panola County, Mississippi, where she works at a local 
newspaper. She and Bailey’s father are divorced but Emily says he works hard to provide all the 
support he can. Still, sometimes she finds herself having to choose between buying milk and 
putting gas in her car to get to work. Emily says,

“We work a lot and we’re still barely 
making ends meet.” 
Because of the Food For Kids Backpack program, Emily rests a little easier knowing some of 
the basics are taken care of. 

“It’s security,” she said. “You feel secure to know that you’ve got this food in your cabinet and 
you’re not going to be starving. 

“I don’t believe we’ll ever be that bad off, 
but sometimes it gets scary. 
After you pay all the bills and you look in the refrigerator and it’s kind of scary. Like I said, we 
live by the moment.”
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how will i make 

ends  meet?
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There’s a silent epidemic that can affect 
anyone—probably someone you know. 
Hunger is a sad reality for people from all walks of life—children, seniors and families. 

1/3 of those we serve 
are children 
under the age of 18.

23,000 people 
receive food every week, 
the need is two times greater

= 1,000
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Due to our inefficient facilities and multiple 
warehouses, we are only able to feed 1/2 
of those who need help.
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We are hemmed in by the place we call home–

our physical space. 

the ability to access and 

distribute nutritious food 

is at risk.
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We are hemmed in by the place we call home–

our physical space. 

the ability to access and 

distribute nutritious food 

is at risk.

Building for Tomorrow, 

with you 

We’re not limited by our determination, by our leaders or by our volunteers–in fact more than 11,000 
volunteers walk through our doors annually.

To meet the scope of the need we must invest in our facilities and consolidate three warehouses into 
one efficient space. This new space will give us the tools to collect and distribute nutritious food–
coolers, freezers, a clean room for repacking bulk donations and more.

The sooner we can retrofit our third warehouse to accommodate all our operations, the better. 

Currently, we are spending $360,000 a year in 
duplicated costs and inefficiencies of staff, 
facilities, food loss and double routing.
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The High Cost of Doing Nothing impacts us all.

$1,000 per day spent on inefficiencies and duplicated costs

For Mid-South Food Bank $1 = 3 wholesome meals

That means 3,000 meals we can’t serve per day or 1,095,000 meals per year

Fresh produce and frozen meat remain low due to lack of cooler and freezer space

Food donations must be turned down due to lack of space to store, clean and repack

Food waste is at an all-time high due to inefficient facilities and inability to distribute

“Mid-South Food Bank has a longstanding history of helping 
families and individuals facing hunger. As the rates of hunger hold 
steady at record highs, it’s critical that we continuously find ways 
to increase our efficiencies in order to reach more people in need. 
By combining its two locations into one single, updated facility, 
Mid-South Food Bank will significantly improve its capabilities to 
serve its community. While the move is certainly a tremendous 
undertaking, it is a necessary one that takes the food bank a step 
closer to achieving its mission.”

 –Kris Warren, Director, 
Compliance and Capability, Feeding America
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We hope to serve 423,270 people by the 
year 2020. With you we can:

Increase our distribution to 
25 million pounds per year, 
which will equal additional 
meals for hungry children, 
families and seniors.

Supply more fresh produce 
and proteins, which will 
allow our clients to make 
better food choices.

Serve more of the people 
we can’t currently serve 
because we lack the food, 
volunteers and ability to 
distribute efficiently.

Retain our Feeding 
America status, which 
is currently in jeopardy 
because of our outdated 
facilities.
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Will You Help US 

Build for Hope?



15

1. Mid-South Food Bank Distribution Center 
2. Main Lobby 
3. Education Hall
4. Hunger to Hope Wall
5. Volunteer Lounge
6. Executive Offices (6)
7. Teaching Kitchen
8. Meeting Room

9. Meeting Room 
10. Board Room 
11. Agency Mart
12. Clean Room
13. Volunteer Action Center
14. Food Distribution Area
15. The Cool Zone
16. Truck Bays (3)

NAMING OPPORTUNITIES

Mid-South Food Bank Distribution Center

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10. 11.

13.

12.

14.

15.

16.
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To move the needle from 
hunger to hope, 
we must raise $12.5M 
It seems daunting – but there’s good news. A friend of the food 
bank has made a generous $5 million gift toward our goal – 
an investment in our community, for which we are grateful.

But this generous gift is contingent upon us raising the remaining 
$7.5 million.

Will you join us?

The Challenge?

“Last year there were 423,270 
hungry people in Mid-South 
and we were only able to 
serve 230,000. The success 
of this campaign is so very 
important–our future home 

depends on it. Together we will make a difference in the 
lives of those who need it the most.”

–Estella Mayhue-Greer, President & CEO
Patrick Danehy, Campaign Chair
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Tomorrow, 423,270 people will recieve 
hope because of you.

Thank You.



239 South Dudley Street   Memphis, TN  38104   www.midsouthbank.org

For more information about the 
Hunger to Hope Campaign

or to make a gift, please contact:

Estella H. Mayhue-Greer
President & CEO

239 South Dudley Street
Memphis, TN  38104

(901) 527-0841
egreer@midsouthfoodbank.org


