
The Mobile Pantry means truckloads of nutritious

food and other groceries will arrive at a location in

rural, underserved areas where the Mid-South Food

Bank’s partner agency does not have the capacity to

store and distribute large amounts of food.  All the

clients have been prescreened, a large group of

volunteers is on hand to help and the food is distrib-

uted in a short amount of time.

Blanca and her family can come to the Mobile

Pantry and get food to help them until her

husband finds a new job.

Mid-South Food Bank’s Mobile Pantry often includes

fresh produce, dairy items, bakery goods and frozen

meat as well as a variety of non-perishable food and

beverages.  Those living with food insecurity in rural

areas often have limited access to healthy food so

the Mobile Pantry helps to fill the meal gap.

Rural areas of the Mid-South have been hit hard by

unemployment.  Families like Blanca’s have seen two

incomes reduced to one income or a full-time job

become part-time or no job at all.  For these families,

putting food on the table is often a challenge. Get Involved

The Mobile Pantry

Join Mid-South Food Bank in the
fight against hunger and food
insecurity.  Sponsor the Mobile
Pantry Program.  A variety of
sponsorship levels and sponsor
benefits are available.

Mid-South Food Bank is a member of

♦Make it possible for families and individuals in
   rural, underserved areas to have enough healthy
   food.

♦Make it possible for unemployed or underemployed
   people to have one less thing to worry about as
   they try to provide for their families.

♦Make it possible to remove barriers that prevent
   access to underserved areas.

♦Make it possible for Mid-South Food Bank to have
   flexibility in delivery food and grocery products in
   an effective, expeditious manner while maintaining
   an atmosphere of dignity.



The Mobile Pantry

Food insecurity refers to USDA’s measure of lack of
access, at times, to enough food for an active, healthy
life for all members of the household and limited or
uncertain availability of adequate nutritious food.

In the 31-county area served by Mid-South Food Bank,
23 percent of the population lives in a food insecure
household.  That’s 407,000 people.  Nearly one-third of
those people do not qualify for government food
assistance such as SNAP (food stamps).  Even if they
are receiving SNAP benefits, the average amount buys
groceries for only two weeks.

The best resource for food insecure families and
individuals are charitable feeding programs supported
by Mid-South Food Bank, including the Mobile Pantry,
which serves primarily rural areas.

Reasons to Invest in the
Mobile Pantry Program

Studies about food insecurity show that clients
are in a vulnerable state and reliant upon chari-
table organizations for assistance. The results of
the study dismiss the argument that requests for
emergency food are driven simply by the lure of
free food.

Contact Tonya Bradley, Mid-South Food Bank
901-405-0074, tbradley@midsouthfoodbank.org

Food Insecurity  in the Mid-South

The Mobile Pantry Solution

Of Mid-South Food Bank’s 31-county service
area, 74 percent are in rural areas where  feed-
ing programs lack the capacity to meet the need.

The Mobile Pantry Program provides perishable
foods such as produce, meat and dairy in refrig-
erated trucks.  Each mobile pantry distribution is
unique to the geographic location and the
resources available in the community.

Compared to all regions of the United States, the
South continues to have the highest poverty rate
of people living in rural areas: 24.5 percent.

The Mobile Pantry targets unserved/underserved
areas.  In 2011, the Mobile Pantry distributed more
than 1.5 million pounds of food and other groceries,
with an average of eight distributions a month.

The Mobile Pantry distributes food directly to clients in
a timely manner.  More than 15,000 people are served
each year.

“Hard times can come to anyone.  This food really
helps me - it is a blessing.” - Mobile Pantry Client Clients line up for the Mobile Pantry

There are many more areas that could benefit from the
Mobile Pantry.  Mid-South Food Bank’s goal is to
expand to 12 distributions a month and 2.5 million
pounds annually.


