
This is my final letter to you as president and CEO of the Mid-South Food Bank. I write with a sense of gratitude to you, the loyal
supporters and many friends who believe in our mission and take action, and pride in knowing that we helped feed literally millions of
hungry people. I have memories to treasure and recall when I consider the highlights of my career.
They reflect our mission of fighting hunger through the efficient distribution of wholesome food, advo-
cacy and education. We have not veered from that charge, and of note are the increased food distri-
bution, childhood hunger programs and community awareness.

My passion began in September 1991 when I started my journey at was then the Memphis Food
Bank. My background was in fundraising for the arts. I told people that I was going from feeding the
soul to feeding the body. I now realize that I have been able to do both! On my first fundraising call,
I told a CEO about an elderly woman who had no food and the indignity she suffered in her declining
years. I hear versions of the elderly woman’s story all the time. Each touches my heart. Our mobile
pantries make a difference in the lives of seniors who formerly had to choose among buying food and paying their utility, medical and
prescription bills. When I told the CEO that story, she had tears running down her face. That company began to contribute annual
gifts and still does. Education was the key.

And the children. A significant moment for me was the inauguration of our first childhood hunger program Kids Cafe. At Kids Cafe
we partner with an agency to provide a free, nutritionally balanced hot meal twice a week. The kids sit at tables and are served by
adult volunteer waiters. To tell the truth, it took time for the children to learn to like these unfamiliar foods and realize that they tast-
ed good, were not just “good for you.” When we started the Food for Kids BackPack Program, it truly won my heart to provide chil-
dren wholesome food to take home each weekend. A school principal told me that before, some children came to school on Monday
mornings crying because they were so hungry. To watch little children toting their heavy backpacks filled with healthy foods home
each Friday is more than gratifying.

So what’s changed in twenty years? Surplus food from food companies is scarce so we and all food banks now purchase much of our
food. We no longer report our total pounds of food distributed; we report the amount of food distributed in each of our thirty-one
counties based on pounds per person in poverty. When I started, we had one warehouse on South Dudley; we now have three. The
biggest change is that we have turned a small nonprofit agency into a multimillion dollar business, following strict business practices
and meeting the Better Business Guidelines, ensuring our donors that their funds and food go exactly where they intended.

One last recent memory. When the community learned that we had no turkeys one week before this Thanksgiving, we witnessed a
huge response of caring and compassion from the community. People came with frozen turkeys one and two at a time, then 100, 200
and 1,000! Other Thanksgiving items arrived too, including a pickup truck of sweet potatoes. The media, including Facebook and
Twitter spread the word. More than 2,500 turkeys and $20,000 were collected in less than a week. It was truly fantastic!

I am so fortunate and blessed to have had the opportunity to truly know and live in our community. I will miss the staff, board mem-
bers, agency representatives, volunteers and donors; but I leave during the Food Bank’s best year ever knowing that it will grow and
thrive in the capable hands of my successor Estella Mayhue-Greer, my friend and business partner of fifteen years. Thank you, Mid-
South, for making my almost twenty years at the Food Bank the best and most fulfilling of my life.

Susan Sanford
President & CEO

Feed The Need
Feed The Need

Food Bank News
WINTER 2010

A Truly Fond Farewell



One week before Thanksgiving, there was a story on the national news
about food banks being short of turkeys this year. The next morning, Marcia
Wells, Mid-South Food Bank vice president of communications, received a
call from a local TV station asking if the Food Bank was seeing a decline in
turkey donations. Marcia said she would check with the warehouse. She
was surprised to find that, not only was there a shortage, there was not a

single turkey in the house. No turkeys had been donated by any of our large
food industry donors or by the public. She called the station back and told
them the situation. Later, another station called and she gave them the
news. Both stations did a story – no turkeys at the Food Bank. At 8 o'clock
the next morning, the turkeys started to arrive, one or two at a time from
individuals who took the time to go by the store and then to the Food Bank.
The other TV stations picked up on the story,
as did the Commercial Appeal. More turkeys
came. Then the story was picked up by radio
stations with announcers urging listeners to
take turkeys to the Food Bank. Then, it start-
ed showing up on Facebook pages and
Twitter all over the city. When one of the
reporters asked Food Bank President & CEO
Susan Sanford how many turkeys she want-
ed, she said 5,000. She was thinking we
would be lucky to get 1,000 and that became
the official goal of the Commercial Appeal's
front page "Turk-O-Meter" that gave updates
every day. But the generosity of the Mid-
South community can never be underestimat-
ed. The day before Thanksgiving, thanks to
individuals, groups and companies, more than
2,500 turkeys had been donated and more
than $20,000 to purchase turkeys. Many,

many turkeys were distributed to our member agencies before Thanksgiving
and the rest were soon distributed to agencies after Thanksgiving. It was a
wild week at the Food Bank with turkeys coming in the front door and the
dock, but it was fun and extremely gratifying to see the compassion and car-
ing displayed by the residents of Memphis and the Mid-South. In addition to
thanking all the people who gave turkeys, the Food Bank is grateful to all the
local media for getting behind the story and making the turkey miracle possi-

ble.

New Report Shows 1 in 6 Americans
at Risk of Hunger

The Incredible Turkey Miracle

The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Economic Research service reports that
more than 50 million Americans, including more than 17 million children, are
food insecure – meaning they lack consistent access to a nutritious, well-bal-
anced diet. The findings are based on data collected by the government in
December, 2009. The report, Household Food Insecurity in the United States,
is a sobering snapshot of the pervasiveness of hunger in our nation. The
report shows that childhood hunger remains critically high. Nearly one in
four children was at risk of hunger in 2009.

Prevalence rates of food insecurity varied considerably, from the lowest, 6.7
percent in North Dakota, to the highest, 17.7 percent in Arkansas (3.4%
increase over 2008). Mississippi had a 17.1 percent rate (no significant
increase) and Tennessee was 15.1 percent (2.6 % increase). The national
average is 13.5 percent. While food insecurity has increased dramatically

since the start of the economic recession, it increased only slightly in 2009.
In 2008, there was a much sharper increase, reflecting the first full year of
the recession. The stabilization over the last year suggests that the increase
in SNAP (food stamp) participation since the start of the recession is having
the intended consequence of keeping more people out of food insecurity. The
increase in SNAP benefits provided by the economic recovery package as
well as lower food prices and the efforts of safety net food distribution pro-
grams such as Mid-South Food Bank also contributed to the smaller increase.

However, one in four children is still food insecure. We know that when chil-
dren don’t receive adequate nutrition, particularly under the age of five, the
long-term damage on their cognitive development cannot be restored. SNAP
and Child Nutrition Programs are the principal means to alleviate the impacts
of hunger and child food insecurity.
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The “Food Chain on South Main” event invited sup-
porters to drop off bags of food or monetary donations at
local South Main Merchants for the monthly South Main
Art Trolley Night in September. A special reception was
held to honor Susan Sanford by artist Michael Maness
and designer Diane Gordon of See the Difference
Interiors. The evening featured special food-themed art-
work by local artists with net proceeds from art sales
going to the Food Bank. More than 2,000 pounds of food
and $1,400 was donated.

THANKS

Estella Mayhue-Greer Elected to Feeding
America National Council

Food Bank Adds to Programs and
Development Staff

Incoming President & CEO Estella
Mayhue-Greer was recently elect-
ed unanimously to the Feeding
America National Council (NAC),
the elected representative body of
Feeding America’s member food
banks. The NAC gives voice to the
members at the national level and
helps the national office set goals
and policies that affect the entire
network of more than 200 food
banks. Estella previously served
on Feeding America's County-Level
Compliance Task Force, which
helped determine the policies surrounding the recent change in how food
banks calculate the amount of food they are distributing to each county in
their service area.

Felix Anderson joins Mid-South Food Bank in the new position of vice
president of programs. He is responsible for agency
relations, which includes working with Mid-South
Food Bank's network of more than 300 feeding pro-
grams, childhood hunger programs Kids Cafe and
Food for Kids BackPacks, the mobile pantry and the
Food Bank's agency pantry. Anderson was most
recently the director of guest services for the Word of
Faith Foundation in Jackson, Mississippi. Previously, he served as director
of agency relations at the Mississippi Food Network in Jackson, a food
bank that serves 61 counties, where he oversaw more than 300 agencies
and programs and worked extensively with the disbursement of USDA com-
modities granted to the state of Mississippi.

Cobi Gray is the Food Bank's new senior manager of
development. She is responsible for fundraising activi-
ties including the annual campaign, major donor support
and planned giving. She previously worked as the devel-
opment director for the Boys & Girls Club of Collin
County, Texas and, before that, was director of resource
development at United Way of Metropolitan Dallas. A
native Memphian, Gray is a graduate of Dillard University in New Orleans
and holds a Master's degree in journalism from the University of Memphis.

Girls Incorporated of
Memphis held their second
"Trick or Treat for Others to Eat"
food drive at Halloween and
delivered more than 3,000
pounds of food and $550 to
Mid-South Food Bank.

Diane Gordon, Estella Mayhue-Greer and Susan
Sanford at the "Food Chain on South Main"
event.

Ruth Banks, chairman of Cargill’s Feed the
Needy program and Adopted School program in
Memphis, recently received the Spirit of Cargill
Award for her charitable efforts. With the
award, Ms. Banks was able to designate a $5000
donation from Cargill to her charity of choice,
and she chose Mid-South Food Bank.

Grizzlies general manager Greg Campbell, Susan Sanford, Whitney
Atkins from Kroger and Teresa Dickerson from the Grizzlies on the
scoreboard at FedEx Forum.

Red Gold Tomatoes chose
Memphis to unveil the country’s
largest tomato cans on an over-
sized 3-D billboard. In conjunc-
tion with the large display, Red
Gold also made a donation of a
truckload of tomato products to
Mid-South Food Bank to benefit
Memphis-area families.

The Memphis Grizzlies hosted
the first of two Kroger Cares
nights to benefit Mid-South Food
Bank. Earlier in the week,
Grizzlies players spent time at
area Kroger stores sacking gro-
ceries and collecting food dona-
tions. The night of the game,
which featured special pricing
with a portion of the proceeds
going to the Food Bank, there was
a video presentation and recogni-
tion of Susan Sanford at halftime.
The next Mid-South Food Bank
Kroger Cares night is in March.



h e N e e d
Tribute Donations September 1-November 30, 2010

Honorariums

In Honor of Jettye Ahrens
Given by Kenneth A. Ahrens

Pastor Amos Armour
Pastor Tyrone Armour

Jason T. Baker
Elaine Fink

Dr. & Mrs. Peter Ballenger
Mr. & Mrs. Hulon O. Warlick

Mr. & Mrs. Bert E. Barnett, Jr.
Dorothy Laitman

Suzanne Baum
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Kriger

Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Beau
Sharon G. Gregory

Drs. David & Gemma Beckley
Don Manning Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Julio A. Berrios
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Young

Diane Botto
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby L. Miles

Mr. & Mrs. Marion S. Boyd, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Hulon O. Warlick

Dr. & Mrs. Maury W. Bronstein
Joan L. Levy

Brother
Patricia A. Forrester

Amanda Brown
Ms. Dorothy Hammond

Mary Brownstein
Dr. & Mrs. Myron Lewis

Frances Cash
Michelle D. Flake

Cookie Colyer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Malone

Mr. & Mrs. Aubrey Cotham
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie D. Embrey

Mr. & Mrs. Kent Crenshaw
Lynda & Steve Shiffman

Christian Bible Study Group
Honorable Joyce S. Avery

Charles Crozier
Fawnda D. Crozier

Phyl DeShaz
Thelma Petriskie

Russ Elliot
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Kriger

Dr. Donald Emerson
Judy Levin

Lieselott Esser
Louise Lee Bloom

Sharon Evans
Solon Brown

Grier Goldsmith
Harry Goldsmith

David M. Greenberg
Morris Kriger

Estella Greer
Mr. & Mrs. Adoph P. Nance

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald M. Harkavy
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Kriger

Gerry F. Haspel
Norma L. Fisher
Judith E. Royal

Leon Hellman
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Miner

Kate Hendrix
Peggy J. Frazer

Mr. & Mrs. Rudy Herzke
Marcella Benson

Nell Huffman
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby J. Curtis

Frank Humphrey
Anne Sanford

Mr. & Mrs. Hays Hutton
Mr. & Mrs. Donald C. McClure

Dr. & Mrs. Mervyn Israel
Marcella Benson

Helen R. Jaseph
Virginia H. Klettner

Jesus Christ
Fawnda D. Crozier
Lawrence A. Rhodes

Jim Gibb Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. John J.Thomason

Lynn Jaseph Jones
Virginia H. Klettner

Dr. & Mrs. Robert A. Kaufman
Rabbi & Mrs. Harry K. Danziger

Barbara Konig
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Kriger

Dr. Richard Laitman
Aimee G. Ginsburg

Arnold Leporati
Anonymous

Sylvia D. Lieberman
Sylvia G. Marks

Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Long
Thomas J. Long

Tommy Mabry
Jackie Mabry

Sylvia G. Marks
Dorothy Laitman

Mr. & Mrs. Nick J. McCabe
Lynda & Steve Shiffman

Sharon Mitchell-Petrie
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Burley

Frances Modglin
Nancy Greenwalt

Tom Morgan
Lynda & Steve Shiffman

Ron G. Nance
Barbara C. Plyler

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Paschall
Lynda & Steve Shiffman

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Pereyo
Anonymous

Phil Cordell & Gina Valenti
Ms. Paula Noone Stewart

Luther Powers
Jewell Scarborough

Eleanor R. Prescott
Mr. & Mrs. Lowell G. Hays

David L. Rains, Jr.
Donna Sims

Corinne Reid
Nan Coker

Mr. & Mrs. R. S. Rhodes
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen W.Watts

Mr. & Mrs. Allen Richey
W. A. Richey

Bessie Ring
Mae B.Riley

Skip Rossen
Dr. Barry L. Shulkin &
Ms. Tresha Mandel

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Rott
Lynda & Steve Shiffman

Rust College Faculty & Staff
Mr. Don Manning Miller

Susan H. Sanford
Anonymous
Stewart G. Austin
Greg F. Campbell
Patrick J. Danehy
Mr. & Mrs. Dan S. Duncan
Lisa T. Durkan
Gloria A. Giles
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Guarino
Eric T. Guyot
Mr. & Mrs. Rod C. Halsell
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Merida
Larry J. Perlberg
Margaret E. Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Mark B. Whitehead

Mildred S. Schwartz
Martha W. Horton
Niki Berry

Jack Segal
Mr. & Mrs. Harold B. Brooks

David Simmons
Geraldine Barber

Harriet N. Stern
Louise C. Jones

Mr. & Mrs. Don R. Sutch
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth W. Patton

Emma Tally
Nancy Greenwalt

Mr. & Mrs. Allen Underwood
Lynda & Steve Shiffman

University of Tennessee
Health Science Center

Susan Daniel
Cynthia Russell

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Wexler
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Buchalter

Marianne Winslow
Mr. & Mrs. George W. Lundy

Mr. & Mrs. Davis Woods
Lynda & Steve Shiffman

Memorials

In memory of Keith Adney
Given by Wilbur G. Edmiston

Jean Akers
Helen L.Tower

Zouell Alexander
Rosetta B. Brown

Alfred Alperin
E. Tucker Dickerson
Aimee G. Ginsburg
Jane K. Goldner
Merrill Howard
Jay Kahn
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Kriger
Doris L. Marks
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph M. Scheuner

Bill Andereck
Gloria Andereck

Pastor Amos Armour II
Pastor Tyrone Armour

Bill Ashabranner
Dorothy J. Ashabranner

Lae Ausdemore
Ms. Anita L. Burns

Paul David Beavers
Anonymous

Vivian Bell
Solon Brown

Henry S. Bell III
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph B. Murphey

Carrie Mae Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy W. Bennett

Joe Bevill
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Langston

Helen Bienstock
Charlotte F. Bernsen

Dr. Bobby Bowie
Dr. & Mrs. Harold Bowie

William D. Briggs
Mr. & Mrs. Yvonne T. Weatherred

Morgan Burke
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Barbour

Steve & Lee Butler
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Pike

Emma Grace Certion
Anonymous

Robert Childress
Katherine P. Moak

Charles M. Crump
Michele Robin Crump

Warner Currie
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd C. Wilsford

Anna Marie Daevel
Skip Griffin

Prakasmani Devi
Anju Saha

Dottie Dierker
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Basore

Don A. Dino
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Baugh

Jaice O. Donelson
James W. McDonnell

Jessie Eubanks
Jacquelyn Kay Wilson

Father of Terry Tew
Ms. Janet H. Brueck

Bess Feinstein
Helen L.Tower

Mr. & Mrs. N. B. Fields
Tim Fields

Carl Raymond Fleming
Diane Warren Hardaway

Rose Fracchia
Mr. & Mrs. Jules C. Wade

Cordelia Franks
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Baugh

Alma Freeman
Amy R. Frost

Francis M. Gaines
Anonymous

Debbie Giannini
Matthew A. Giannini

Mrs. Terry Gordon
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph M.Scheuner

Lynnwood Grammer
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Webb

Virginia S. Graves
Anonymous

Anne K. Griffin
Mr. Bill Malone

Arbura Gwin
Solon Brown

Donald E. Hackman, Sr.
Lou Ellen Hackman

Betsy Halfacre
Mr. & Mrs. James Lynn Burke
Drs. Nelson & Betsy Campany
Evelyn G. Goddard
Jo Etta O’Malley
Ashley Stewart
Dewitt Stroud

John R. Harris
Anonymous

Stephanie Harrison
Mr. & Mrs. James Harrison

Kay F. Hawkins
Sgt. Maj. Robert M. Hawkins

Ernest Hayek
Kathy L. Hayek

Paul C. Heavner
Nell Heavner

Peggy Hilbun
Mr. & Mrs. Max R. Bonnin

Ruth V. Holland
Billy Holland

Barbara J. Hudson
Denice J. Perkins

Charles Huffman
Steve Leib

Thurmon Hughes
Corrine Hughes

Blanch Humphrey
Betty G. Cotton
Mr. & Mrs. Lowell G. Hays

Robert Illig
Anonymous
Jeffrey Illig

Gwen K. Inderbitzen
Mr. & Mrs. H. Joseph Inderbitzen

Janet
Christine A. Crawford

James Jeffery
Bill Abbott

James Conover Jeffery
Kathleen Young
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Dean
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. Whitworth

Jesus Christ
Mr. Solon Brown

Harry L. Johns
Anita F. Johns

Daryl Johnson
Dr. & Mrs. Roger Ganier

Katie Johnson
Phyllis Harlan

Jim Kingery
Joan L. Levy

Eugen Koenig
Angela Koenig

Marilyn Kun
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Alpert

Mary C. Leach
Jan K. Sherrod

Jeanne LeBlanc
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Mercer

Nell Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Malone

Jean S. Lightman
Lucinda Faber
Pam Ganz
Aimee G. Ginsburg
Elvis G. Goldsmith
Merrill Howard
Dorothy Laitman
Judith K. Lindy
Emilie G. Ratner
Richard A. Seessel
Bradley D. Smith
Diane Tashie

Carol Jean Lott
Mr. & Mrs. Mickey M. Martindale

Vermon Malone
Rosetta B. Brown

Ruth Manning
C. E. Manning

Elliott Marks
Karen L. Marks

Mrs. Thomas Mason
Mary Louise Aste

Charlene Meints Mattingly
Dr. & Mrs. Gordon L. Wills

Marjorie Mayhue
Eleanor Mayhue Buckley

Roy McAdams
Sandra K. Johnson
Alton F. Lewin

John McDonald
Barbara C. Plyler

Rebecca McGaughey
Mr. & Mrs. James Waldron

Steven McGehee
Mr. & Mrs. Don W. McGehee

Dr. Albert McLean
Alinda Fahrenkopf

Merlin
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Jack

Pearl Mettler
Lila M. Longo

Donna Micheel
Betty G. Cotton

Milton Miller
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Alpert

Glenda Miller
Agness E. Miller

Joseph Thomas Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. Dwane Blair

Virginia Mulroy
Jane B. McIntosh

Larry H. Nance
Barbara C. Plyler

Kathey Nelson
Donna Nelson Brennen

Marie Newman
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Eiseman
Mrs. Dorothy Laitman
Dr. & Mrs. Myron Lewis
Lucille H. Marx
Dr. & Mrs. Avron Slutsky

Bob Patterson
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Blackard

Randall L. Paxton
Anonymous

Lillian Plax
Dr. & Mrs. Eugene U. Epstein

Helen M. Prentiss
Mr. Robert Fockler
JoanneS. Guyton
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Knox
Rosalie Rudner
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Uiberall

Susie Rambo
Mr. & Mrs. C. Thomas Whitman

Jason Reid
Nan Coker

Linda Rice
Stephen L. Rice

Doris Rich
Karen L. Marks

Lynn Keith Riggle
Anonymous

Bessie Riney
Mae B. Riley

James W. Roberts
Mrs. J. W. Roberts

Jones Wesley Ross, Jr.
Anonymous

Nancy Rupple
Jacquelyn Kay Wilson

Rachel Russell
Thomas R. Russell

Marlene H. Savory
Russell Savory

Fagie Schaffer
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Eiseman

Adam Scharf
Jennifer Bence

Louis Schreiber
Mr. & Mrs. Henry C. Pitts

Thomas A. Severino
Irene E. Severino

Charles Milton Shelby
Dr. & Mrs. Myron Lewis

Ricky Shipp
Thomas M. Parzinger

Ms. Evans Silk
Anonymous

Arthur C. Sisk, Jr.
Ginny K. Sisk

Alyceon Smith
Susan G. Katz

Mary A. Smith
Beverly F. Smith-Drake

Diane Pulliam Stewart
Charles H. Hall

Ro Strauch
Judith K. Lindy

Mark Streeter
June E. Pretti

Helen Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Max R. Bonnin

John Errington Thomas
Lisa L. Carroll
Mr. & Mrs. Don R. MacDonald

Clyde Thomas
Linnie L. Thomas

Ann Kincaid Tillman
Karen Kea

Fay Tilmon
Mr. & Mrs. Tom C. Puckett

William Houston Towery
Ardith R. Bradshaw

Hubert Turley
Agnes Ann Turley

Jay Uiberall
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Griesbeck
Susan G. Katz
Judith E. Royal

Patricia Wafford
Mr. & Mrs. Jack H. Taylor

Rosa Lee Walker
Bernice Walker

Marty Whalen
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Guarino

Neola Wiggs
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth A. Ahrens

Mr. & Mrs. Isaiah Wiley
Dorothy Jean Woods

Craig Williams, Jr.
Tyler Williams

Cathy Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Mickey L. Harlow

Mr. & Mrs. Willi Wolkersorfer
Anonymous

Robert Wood
Josephine M. Wood

Sarah G. Yukon
Dr. & Mrs. Myron Lewis

Debbe Zellner
Barbara C. Plyler

We apologize for any
errors or omissions.


