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STAMP OUT HUNGER 2011

Memphis, TN (date) --On Saturday, May 14, 2011, The National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) teams up with Campbell Soup Company and  Mid-South letter carriers to collect food donations in order to provide assistance to the millions of Americans who are struggling with hunger each and every day.

The Stamp Out Hunger food drive is a nationwide effort that provides food to local food banks and pantries that have depleted stocks during the summer months and are experiencing universal increases in demand for emergency food assistance due to the current recession as well as growing unemployment rates.

 On May 14, local letter carriers will collect food donations left at the mailboxes and deliver them to food banks and other hunger relief organizations.  Helping Stamp Out Hunger in the Mid-South is easy.  Just leave a bag of non-perishable food where your letter carrier normally delivers your mail on Saturday, May 14.  Your letter carrier will then pick up the food, which then goes to Mid-South Food Bank or directly to one of its member agencies, if outside of  Shelby County.  Examples of non-perishable items include: 

· Canned soup, meats and fish

· Canned vegetables, fruits and juices

· Boxed goods (such as cereal)

· Pasta and rice

Now in its 19th year, the Stamp Out Hunger food drive is the nation’s largest single-day food drive.  Last year, letter carriers collected  more than 136,000 pounds of food in Memphis and the surrounding area including Union City, Covington and Jackson, Tennessee.  The local NALC Chapter added a $500 contribution to Mid-South Food Bank.  
Despite the generosity of  Mid-Southerners who have supported the letter carriers' food drive in previous years, the need for food assistance has never been greater. According to Feeding America's Map the Meal Gap hunger study, almost 20 percent of the population of Mid-South Food Bank's 31-county service area live with food insecurity, and one in three of these people is a child.
As part of Campbell Soup Company's corporate mission to nourish people's lives, the company, which is a long-time supporter of the Stamp Out Hunger food drive, will kick off this year’s effort by donating one million pounds of food to Feeding America. 
For more information about the annual Stamp Out Hunger food drive in the Mid-South, visit www.midsouthfoodbank.org or  www.helpstampouthunger.com .
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