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Food Bank Faces Challenges of Higher Food Prices
Memphis, TN (February 11, 2011) – Recent government data shows that food prices are expected to climb on many grocery products including produce, meats and dairy and officials at Mid-South Food Bank know that means an increased need for emergency food assistance.  It also means the Food Bank will be paying more for the food that must be purchased to maintain an adequate amount and variety of nutritious food for distribution in its 31-county service area
 “When there is a significant rise in the price of food, we have to pay more for food from the network of brokers and wholesalers we work with,” said Estella Mayhue-Greer, president and CEO of Mid-South Food Bank.  “Plus, our partner food pantries always report an increase in the number of people seeking food assistance.”
According to a U.S. Bureau of Labor statistic, prices for fruits and vegetables are up 3 percent, milk 10 percent and beef 13 percent. The rising cost of corn, wheat and other commodities is causing the increases in virtually everything we buy. Wheat goes into bread while corn feeds the cows, pigs and chickens. 
“It has been several years since we have seen costs rise as sharply as they are today and we expect this trend to continue through the end of the year," said Mark Prestidge, president of Kroger Delta Marketing Area and a member of the Mid-South Food Bank board of directors. “Another major factor influencing the increase in food costs is the effect of rising fuel prices.  As fuel prices increase, the cost of transporting food product from the farm or field to the grocery 
store results in higher retail prices.  I know what it means to Kroger and, as a board member, what it means to the Food Bank.”
Mid-South Food Bank receives significant food donations from the local and regional food industry and from the public through food drives, but it purchased more than 2.5 million pounds of high nutrition value food at a cost of $1.8 million in 2010.  Increased food prices mean the funds designated for food purchase will not go as far.
"The vendors we deal with to purchase food give us the best prices they can, and we do a lot of bargaining back and forth," says Mayhue-Greer.  "But higher prices affect our buying power, just like everyone else.  We encourage people who are thinking of having a food drive to make it a food and funds drive because for every dollar we get from a food drive, we can purchase $4.23 worth of food."
Mid-South Food Bank distributed 12.5 million pounds of food and other grocery items in 2010 to a network of charitable feeding programs in 31 counties in west Tennessee, north Mississippi and east Arkansas.
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