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Mid-South Food Bank's First Mobile Pantry Comes to Union City
Memphis, TN (September 9, 2009) – Pilgrim's Rest Missionary Baptist Church Food Pantry in Union City is the site of the first mobile pantry food distribution through Mid-South Food Bank on Thursday, September 17 from noon until 4 p.m. at 720 E. College St..  Any resident of Obion County who is currently receiving SNAP (food stamp) benefits is eligible to receive food at this special distribution, which is in addition to the food pantry's normal distribution.  Proof of residency is required.  For more information on qualifying, call Pilgrim's Rest, 731-885-7362 .

A mobile pantry is a "farmers market" style food distribution to hungry and needy people in Obion County.  Mid-South Food Bank's truck arrives at Pilgrim's Rest, the host agency, loaded with approximately 2,500 pounds of wholesome food, with an emphasis on perishable products such as fresh produce and bakery items, but also dry products including canned goods, snacks, condiments and other items from the Food Bank warehouse. One feature of the mobile pantry distribution is boxes of specially packaged USDA foods for distribution in Tennessee only.  Each box contains a variety of USDA commodities.  The truck unloads and volunteers from Pilgrim's Rest set up a special distribution and restock items as needed, help people with their packages, etc.  Any product left from the mobile pantry distribution remains with the agency.  


Mid-South Food Bank does not receive handling or delivery fees from Pilgrim's Rest for mobile pantry products.  As the host agency, Pilgrim's Rest is responsible for setting up the mobile pantry distribution, getting volunteers and publicizing the event.  As always, food is distributed free of charge, without discrimination, on a first-come basis.  Clients are screened using the agency's income guidelines.  Precautions are taken to assure that each client receives an appropriate supply of food and is receiving food for that person's use or their family's use.  The mobile pantry is operated under the agency's 501(c)(3) exemption in collaboration with Mid-South Food Bank.  

For more information on the mobile pantry distribution, contact Valerie Hyde at Pilgrim's Rest, 731-697-4759.

### 
The Mid-South Food Bank’s mission is to fight hunger through the efficient collection and distribution of wholesome food, and through education and advocacy.  A member of Feeding America, Mid-South Food Bank supplies food and other grocery items to charitable programs in west Tennessee, north Mississippi and east Arkansas.
