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Old Hickory Mall Helps Santa Feed America, 

Asks Shoppers to Give Gift of Food

Mall Collaborates with Santa and Mid-South Food Bank to Conduct Food Drive and Promote Hunger Relief this Holiday Season

Jackson, Tenn. – Santa Claus is doling out some extra credit this holiday season to good boys and girls of all ages who bring the gift of non-perishable food to Old Hickory Mall during November and December. Old Hickory Mall is teaming up with Santa and his elves to collect food and financial donations for Jackson’s neediest families. As part of Santa Feeds AmericaSM, the largest nationwide canned food drive ever conducted by a shopping center developer, Old Hickory Mall is joining more than 80 CBL properties across the country to collect non-perishable food for distribution through local food banks. Mid-South Food Bank will use all donations to provide for those in need during the holidays and into 2010. 

The Santa Feeds America campaign, conducted in partnership with WHY (World Hunger Year), is designed to provide meals to those who need them most and stock empty cupboards across the nation this holiday season. Due to the strained economy, hunger relief organizations are striving to meet greater demand for aid with fewer resources than ever before. More than 36.2 million Americans, including more than 12 million children and nearly three million seniors, are in need of food assistance, and the need is growing. 

“Many families must choose between paying bills and putting food on the table. During this season of giving, Old Hickory Mall will work with Mid-South Food Bank to promote hunger relief to the tens of thousands of shoppers that visit our property,” said Dana Katterjohn, CBL Regional Marketing Director. “Through Santa Feeds America we will help ensure families that need it most have a holiday meal to share and food in their pantry.”

Old Hickory Mall is asking shoppers, including families visiting Santa, to bring their food donations to Santa’s Village. Cherry Hill Photo, an industry leader in capturing the Santa photo experience, will provide a discount on Family Photo Packages to all donors. Shoppers are not required to visit Santa or have their photo taken in order to make their donation.

"We have seen a significant increase in the number of people seeking food assistance in West Tennessee, so community food drives like this are vitally important to our efforts to feed hungry and needy people," said Susan Sanford, president & CEO of Mid-South Food Bank.

Mid-South Food Bank serves 12 counties in West Tennessee through its network of food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters and other charitable feeding programs.  During the holiday season, more than 20,000 people every week depend on food from Mid-South Food Bank for their very next meal.  They are hoping for at least a 30 percent increase over last year in the amount of food available for distribution.

Food donations can be made beginning November 14 during mall hours through Christmas Eve at Santa’s Village located on the in the Belk Wing.

More information about Santa Feeds America is available on CBL’s website, www.cblproperties.com.

About Mid-South Food Bank

Mid-South Food Bank serves 31 counties in west Tennessee, north Mississippi and east Arkansas with wholesome food and other groceries, distributed through its more than 300 charitable feeding programs.  Mid-South Food Bank is a member of Feeding America, the national food bank network.
About WHY (World Hunger Year)
WHY is a leading advocate for innovative, community-based solutions to hunger and poverty. WHY challenges society to confront these problems by advancing models that create self-reliance, economic justice, and equal access to nutritious and affordable food. Annually, 25 million Americans rely on soup kitchens, food pantries, and food banks for food for themselves and their families. WHY is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit that envisions a world without hunger or poverty. WHY believes solutions to hunger and poverty can be found at the grassroots level through programs and policies that promote self-reliance, economic justice, and community food security. For more information, visit: www.WHYHunger.org.
About Cherry Hill Photo
Cherry Hill Photo is an industry leader in Holiday photos. Their authentic Santas have created magical experiences and cherished family photos for almost 50 years. Cherry Hill Photo serves 360 premier shopping centers worldwide. 
About Old Hickory Mall

 Old Hickory Mall is owned and managed by CBL & Associates Properties, Inc., of Chattanooga, TN. Old Hickory Mall features more than 70 great specialty shops and eateries and is anchored by Belk, JCPenney, Macy’s and Sears. Old Hickory Mall is conveniently located off Interstate 40 at Exit 82-A. 

For more information on stores and events, visit on-line at ShopOldHickoryMall.com.
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