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Hunters for the Hungry Provides Venison to Mid-South Food Bank


Memphis, TN (November 29, 2011) – As Mid-South Food Bank continues to see growing numbers of individuals and families seeking food assistance, the Tennessee Wildlife Federation (TWF)  is helping to meet this need with a renewable resource in plentiful supply – venison, donated by hunters. 

When the deer season ends next January, TWF’s Hunters for the Hungry program expects to have provided more than  10,000 pounds of venison for families in Shelby County. Mid-South Food Bank is distributing the meat as frozen roasts and ground venison. It’s an excellent source of protein for Mid-South Food Bank's local food pantries.  Venison is rich in vitamins and minerals with a third of the fat of beef.  One deer can provide an average of 160 meals.

TWF began operating the program in 1999, and the impact has grown steadily ever since.  “This program is one of the most unique and cost-effective ways to feed hungry people with a healthy, renewable resource,” says Matt Simcox, TWF’s Hunters for the Hungry coordinator. 

Hunters provide the venison and TWF's Hunters for the Hungry program provides processing and freezing services for Mid-South Food Bank, thanks to a grant from the Plough Foundation.  For more information about Hunters for the Hungry, go to www.tnwf.org. 
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