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Mid-South Food Bank Facing Severe Food Shortage

Memphis, TN (August 18, 2011) – Donations to Mid-South Food Bank are down and the number of families in need is rising. 

"This has been a difficult year so far," said Estella Mayhue-Greer, president & CEO of Mid-South Food Bank.  "Fewer donations from the food industry, the annual Letter Carriers food drive did not bring in as much as we hoped, so our shelves are bare."

Mayhue-Greer said the need for food is greater this year.  Even though the Food Bank distributed nearly 800,000 pounds of food in July, that is not enough to supply the food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters and other agencies that get food from Mid-South Food Bank, which includes the Salvation Army of Dyer County, Dyersburg Union Mission, Lil Angels Day Care Center, Transitions Center and the Feed the Need Mobile Pantry.  "We must distribute more than a million pounds of food and groceries every month to even come close to meeting our agencies' needs," she said.  "The Mobile Pantry is especially vital to Dyer County and we have not had nearly as much food as in previous months.  Everyone has noticed the shortage.
"Donations always drop after the first of the year, but it's August now and we are critically short of food" Mayhue-Greer said.  "However, the Mid-South community has always been very generous and whenever shelves are running low, someone steps up and we have never run out of food." 

Hunger and food insecurity are very real and Mid-South Food Bank needs help to close the gap.  Its largest food and funds drive, Operation Feed, recently ended, but the Food Bank is afraid it will not be enough.  If it cannot raise enough food and money, the agencies that depend on Mid-South Food Bank will have to turn away people in need.  Mid-South Food Bank provides food to more than 325 charitable feeding programs in 31 counties.  

"The need is tremendous in this area and food costs are high, even at the rock-bottom wholesale rates we get.  But for every $1 donated, we can purchase $4.23 worth of food.  ," Mayhue-Greer said.

What can the public do?  Mayhue-Greer said there are many ways to help Mid-South Food Bank through the current food shortage: 

· Go on the Food Bank web site and make an online donation.  In the drop-down Program box, select "Food Purchase."  

· Send a check to Mid-South Food Bank, 239 S. Dudley, 38104 and write "Food Purchase" in the notation line.  

· Have a food and funds drive at your church, in your neighborhood or at your business.  A brochure with tips for a successful drive is on the Food Bank website.  

· Most Needed Non-Perishable Food Items:

1. Canned foods with meat protein: tuna, chicken, chunky-style soup, beef stew, chili with meat, chicken & dumplings, etc.

2. Peanut butter

3. Pork and beans

4. Canned fruit – peaches, pears, applesauce, fruit cocktail 

5. Fruit juice 

6. Canned vegetables

7. Dried beans and rice (1 or 2 pound bags only)
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